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Background 

In addition to the comments included in document 4-8, the EU provides the following additional comments 

to the proposed BSAP actions contained in document 4-1 in the Sea-based activities segment: 

• SN37: By [2026] implement a common approach to minimize the loss of and disturbance to the seabed caused by 

human activities.  

We would suggest to clarify what is intended by a common approach : does this refer to guidelines, an agreed action plan, or a set 

of measures? It could also be clarified whether the common approach would intedn to act only on future loss/disturbance or on 

existing loss/disturbance.  

• SN39: Enforce and implement [by 2025], in line with the update of the MPA management guidelines, effective 

management plans, conservation rules or other equivalent systems to not allow for destructive and exploitative activities 

that may compromiseing the conservation objectives of MPAs [and the habitat connectivity between MPAs.]   

We would like to propose the editorial / language improvement proposed above in red, and we would suggest to delete the text in 

brackets as we are talking about seabed habitats where connectivity is achieved generally through the water column – there are 

indeed no ‘corridors’ as such.  

• SN41: Marine minerals cannot be exploited before the effects of seabed mining on the marine environment, biodiversity 

and other human activities have been sufficiently researched, the risks are understood and technologies and operational 
practices are able to demonstrate that the environment is in good environment status is not seriously harmed, in line with 

the precautionary principle.   

The concept of seriously harmed should be clarified, hence our suggestion.   

• SE38/SE40: Define the characteristics of marine habitats, and develop core indicators and undertake an integrated to 

assessment of the status of benthic habitats, including their structure, function, distribution and extent of loss, no later 
than [2023], leading to allow the identification of measures to reduce adverse effects where needed to be agreed. Work 
should be done in close coordination with work undertaken by Contracting Parties in other relevant fora, such as TG 

Seabed, and considering the ICES advice on a sea-floor assessment process.    

We would like to suggest some language improvement to clarify what are the objectives of this action, in relation to HOLAS 

assessment on the one hand and in relation to the definition of measures on the other hand. These changes should not change the 

substance but rather should differentiate those two objectives which are not clear with the current wording. 

 


